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Pauatahanui Residents Association

Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held at 325 Gray’s Road at 7.30 pm on Thursday 11 October  2007
1. Present. 

     Lynette Wharfe  (Chair), Ken McAdam, Alan Gray (Secretary),  Mike Conroy, Nicky Chapman, Mary Dighton.
2. Apologies:    Kay Middleton
3. Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting of 6 September 2007were approved. 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes:  Discussed under General Business
5. Correspondence 
5.1. Inward   

5.1.1.  Various PCC committee & other papers, including-

  Porirua Village Planning Progress Update A Monthly Electronic Newsletter to Residents Associations. Issue 4, 28 September 2007

Porirua City Centre Revitalisation Plan-Booklet and Pamphlets. Submissions close on Friday 16 November.

Proposed Plan Change 7 to the Porirua City District Plan “Windfarms” [22/09/2007].` Submissions close on 14 December 2007. 

Porirua Development Framework. Discussion Document and Pamphlets.  [September 2007]. Submissions close on 14 December 2007. 

Public Perceptions and Interpretations of Council Services and Representation. Comunitrak Survey commissioned by PCC from National Research Bureau and done in March/April 2007. 

Various e-mail correspondence from Andrew Gray, PCC Landscape Architect, about the proposed Ration Point to Pauatahanui extension of the Walkway.

5.1.2. E-mail correspondence and meeting  with Selwyn Katene, Mayoralty candidate for PCC 

5.1.3. E-mail correspondence with Dr Lesley Frederikson about the proposed Puketiro Windfarm.

5.1.4. Porirua Council of Social Services newsletter for September

5.2. Outward

Notice for Public meeting on the Puketiro Windfarm with GWRC candidates on 24/09/2007.

News Release-“Further consultation for proposed Battle Hill Wind Farm supported”. [30/09/2007]

Suggestions to PCC from PRA on the proposed Ration Point to Pauatahanui extension of the Walkway on 25/09/2007 and on 04/10/2007..

6. General Business
6.1. Accounts. The current account stands at $5,267-57. PRA has not yet been billed for the 2 public meetings held at the Lodge at the Inlet this year. . Alan to contact Brendon to discuss this. 
6.2. EQM subdivision. No further information has been received on this proposal. PRA to await the decision of the PCC Hearings Panel. 
6.3. Monitoring Silt Discharges into Pauatahanui Inlet.   Concern has been expressed about the lack of targets for the Pauatahanui Inlet, enforceable standards for sedimentation, and routine monitoring on silt discharges. The Management Committee has approached the Guardians [GOPI] and the Trust [PICT]. A joint initiative is being developed between the 3 organisations.  Mike is currently awaiting further information from the Regional Council on their methods of sampling and monitoring. There does appear to be difficulty in enforcing Resource Consent conditions.  Mike to follow up. 
6.4. O’More Partnership Landfill application. GWRC has requested further information so public hearings have been delayed until November. PRA will follow up its written submission with an oral presentation at the hearings with its concerns about effects on road safety in the area. 
6.5. Porirua City Centre Revitalisation Project.  PCC has released a concept plan for the City Centre, with emphasis on the Cobham Court Area. Funding is proposed to be a “partnership” with private landowners and developers. The proposal is to open up the canopies area to vehicle traffic among other things and to develop Cobham Court as a park. Submissions on the concept plan close on 16 November 2007. PCC has released  a 97 page document on the proposals which is available from the  Council. They have also released a 3 page pamphlet which summarises the proposals. Ken to do the first  draft of a submission. 
6.6. PRA website.   John Malsher (PRA member) has a website he is offering for community involvement -  www.pauatahanui.com  The Committee agreed to add the minutes and other appropriate documents to Johns website for public access.  
6.7. The Rural Review Reference Group.  PCC appears to be diverting energy and resources away from the Rural Review once again. Agitation from the Northern Zone, particularly the Plimmerton area, has focused on the problems of “infilling” [close subdivision of existing sections]. PCC has requested its officers provide a paper to its next Strategy Finance and Regulatory Committee meeting on the subject and how to expedite a review. This will probably divert energy from the Rural to the Urban issues as PCC staff resources are limited. This is just as the Draft PDF report gives some serious issues to be discussed by the Rural Review Reference Group when previous discussions have been “desultory”. Mike to report back after the next meeting of the Reference Group. 
6.8. Pauatahanui Burial Ground Bill. The final reading of this Parliamentary Bill is expected to take place on Wednesday 17 October, transferring ownership of the Burial Ground to PCC. 
6.9. Porirua Development Framework [PDF].    PCC has released its discussion document on the Porirua Development Framework in its draft form.
·  “The Framework [PDF] will provide a guiding picture of how we want to develop our city. The framework will help guide future infrastructure planning [water supply, waste water, sewage disposal and roading infrastructure]. It will also help guide the cities communities in undertaking local community planning, recognising that local places and people fit within the wider city and we all need to have regard to that fit.” [PDF Draft Introduction].
· This is an important document as it contains quite radical ideas for the future development [over the next 30 years] of the Pauatahanui Area, particularly with the development of the Transmission Gully Motorway. These include – defining landscape “sensitivity” areas, “cluster’ developments of rural residential in certain areas with section sizes varying from 2000 square metres  to 5 hectares, future business/industrial areas, and the development of Pauatahanui Village. 
· Copies of the PDF [128 pages with maps] are available from PCC, as also is a fold out pamphlet summarising the proposed changes. 
· Submissions close on 14 December 2007. 
· PCC has proposed a briefing with PRA, probably combined with a briefing on the Proposed Plan Change 7 on Windfarms. This may be best as a public meeting.  Details are awaited from PCC. 
6.10. Puketiro Windfarm and Proposed Plan Change 7 to the Porirua  City District  Plan “Windfarms”.   
· The proposed Puketiro Windfarm continues to be a contentious issue locally. RES, the firm contracted by the Regional Council to develop the proposal intends another open day for the public on the weekend of 3-4 November. 
· RES are still working on their preferred access route. 
· PCC has released its proposed changes to the District Plan [#7] to accommodate the Windfarm proposals in its area. [Available from PCC]. Previously it had no rules specifically for Windfarms. “The primary policy aim of the proposed plan change is to provide the means to assess and balance the wider regional and national benefits of wind farms against the potential adverse environmental effects that wind farms may generate.”  Submissions close on 14 December 2007.  MC members to e-mail Alan their suggestions who will coordinate a submission.    

· The Management Committee discussed the need for a National Standard on Windfarms and agreed this should be supported. The Flighty’s Road group are currently working on a proposal for this and will share their document with PRA. There are currently at least 3 windfarms being discussed in this area, Puketiro, Belmont and Pukerua Bay.  Nicky will send Alan a copy of their draft. 
· PCC has offered a briefing to Residents Associations on Plan Change 7. Details of this are awaited. 
· An attempt was made by the Regional Council to alter the objectives of the Battle Hill Farm Park Management Plan to make Windfarms its overriding objective, despite it not being mentioned in its recent request for public submissions. This move has been delayed after protests and the Regional Council has agreed that when they have more definite details from RES on its windfarm proposal they will do another round of consultation on the Battle Hill management plan.  
· It was agreed that the PRA should organise a meeting with the Regional Council’s Landcare Committee in about  6 weeks time when the new committee has been formed after the Local Body elections to discuss the Windfarm.
7.   Rural Roads Review. PCC requested a meeting with PRA on 24 September 2007 to discuss this topic. In 2006 PCC initiated a review with the objectives of –
· A rationale for allocating the capital costs associated with the impacts of growth on the rural roading network resulting from subdivision and land use intensification; and-

· A programme of works to met the needs of present and future users of rural roads.

The review covers 10 rural roads; Mulhern, Belmont, Moonshine, Murphy’s, Flighty’s, Harris, Bradey, Paekakariki Hill, Gray’s, and Jones deviation. PCC considers that at present all these roads meet adequate safety standards to meet the needs of present users despite problems at one or two specific locations. Flighty’s Road and Bradeys road meet District Plan standards for new Rural Roads. Briefly, PCC proposes –
· Financial contributions from developers.-

For roads that can sustain increases in vehicle use, the developer pays a proportion of the upgrade cost based on the increase in number of new allotments created;

For roads that cannot sustain a significant increase in vehicle use, the developer pays the full cost of upgrade. [These upgrades costs extend from the entrance to the new subdivision to  the junction with the main highway]  

· That opinion of rural residents on these roads is sought as to how they would like to see their roads improved. After discussion it was agreed that a postal survey would be the most appropriate way of conducting this. PCC has said it will send a draft of its questionnaire to PRA for comment before it is circulated.

8. PRA Chairperson. Due to other work commitments, Lynette Wharfe has regretfully submitted her resignation as PRA Chairperson as of this meeting. She will continue to attend Management Committee meeting as her time schedule allows. There were no other nominations for the Chair. The Management Committee will continue working as a team in the meantime. Nicky Chapman has agreed to be the contact point for PRA enquiries from media and others.   PRA members are urged to consider donating time to the work of the Management Committee which has to cover a range of issues of importance to residents in the Pauatahanui Region. 
9. Date of Next meeting.  Thursday 15 November at 325 Grays Road at 7.30 pm. 

Alan Gray 
Secretary, Pauatahanui Residents Association 
Tel. # 2331148 
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